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IlIOLUTIOi: OF THE LIAI')()~-TYPE hIRPUJ~E
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The orig~na] of th~s reonograph and the
" documents from wr,lch it was wrltten aTe Ln

the 1_ "~i,- '-;'2 'J_ fl-,_-'OD, Ar('1-11"'''~ t:ll"'H>ch,
BId:;_ ':1'.,., '_, 1:!- A-Ir '<01',8 -'-,3,,(;) nl ' tul1l:",.

AAF Historical Office
Headquarters, Army Air Forces

April 1946

..
THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



..

J.

This Page Declassified lAW E012958

THIS PAGE Declassified lAW E012958



..
•

<l •

'"

..

..

"....

....
•

This Page Declassified lAW E012958

AAFH5-44

FOR E ¥i 0 R D

This study of the liaison airplane, which was written
in the Air Technical. Service Command Historical Office by
_caJab..1~i!!&.-B.•_jfo~y..... .JE-, 1s one of a seri.es dealing with
such twes of aircraft 8S the cargo airplane, medium bomber,
and heavy bomber.

The history is focused primarily on the evolution of
the idea of the liaison a.irplane a.s distinguished from the
observation airplane, and emphasis is placed on the problems
of. isolating and identifying the growth of this concept
rather than on the liaison airplane as a continuous engineer
ing development. Engineering details are discussed only when
they were factors that influenced and delimited the evolution
of the concept. In short" the history is concerned with the
gradual emergence of a clear understanding of' specific tactical
functions for t.he liaison airplane. ~~en this had been gained"
it was possible to establish engineering objectives.

Readers familiar wit.h the subject matter are invited to
- furnish the AAF Historical Office "With criticisms, additional

facts, or interpretations. For this purpose, perforated sheets
have been inserted at the back of the study•
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,Chapter I

HI:RITAGE OF \;QRLD ;:AR I, 1918-1929

The historY' of observation aircraft dates back to the earliest use

of aviation in warfare. Although the use of' aircraft in aerial combat

and as bombers was foreshadowed, almost all aerial activity prior to

1915 ca1lle under the general heading of observation. In the ereat French

Offensive of that autumn, aircraft were used both for liaison with in-

rantry and observation for command. vv'ith the publication of the manual

Liaison for all~ in December 1916, after six months of intensified
•

practical experience at Verdun, the French embodied i..1'l official doctrine

the lessons learned in combat. In the United Sta.tes this document,

translated and revised, became the foundation of official Air Service

doctrine regarding air-groWld cooperation and liaison.l

In the last years of TIlor1d ITar I the function of aviation was

generally considered to fall into three broad categories; activities
,

against hostile air action, activities against hostile ground forces and

ground installations, and activities in conjunction with friendly ground

forces, the last usual]s referred to as observation aviation•.
The funct.ions of observation aviation included aerial reconnaissance

over tactical areas, artlllery fire control, a.erial photography in hostUe

areas, contact-pa.trol flights \'lith infant.ry units to keep commanders in

formed of positions held by advancing or retiring troops during a period

1. Air Service Tactical School course outline, !!Observation,lt 1924-1925,
in _'IF Tech. Data. Lib." 053.223/9, Obsn.

1
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